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EMINENT ECOLOGIST 

E. C. Pielou 

The Eminent Ecologist Award is given to 
an ecologist who has made important and 

significant contributions to the field. The first 
award was given to H. S. Conrad in 1954. 
Since then, it has been given to 30 ecologists 
including, in the last five years: 

1981 R. H. Whittaker 
1982 E. S. Deevey 
1983 W. T. Edmondson 
1984 J. L. Harper 
1985 J. H. Connell 

This year we are most pleased to present 
the Eminent Ecologist Award to Dr. E. C. Pie 
lou. 

Chris Pielou is not your typical ecologist. 
She started her career by earning a certifi 
cate in radio-physics from the University of 
London when she was just 18 years old. She 
then completed three years of war service as 
a Navy technical assistant. During this time, 
she met, and subsequently married, a biolo 

gist. As a result, she went on to earn a Bach 
elor's degree in Botany from the University 
of London. 

Within two years of completing her bach 
elor's degree, she had her first publication, in 
the Journal of Ecology, on the vegetation of 
the Rukwa Rift Valley, Tanganyika. Twelve 

years would pass before she was awarded a 
Ph.D. (again from the University of London). 
Yet during that time, she continued to do in 

dependent research, publish on statistical 

ecology, and raise three children to school 

age. She then entered, for the first time, the 

money economy as a scientist?as a re 

search statistician with the Canadian Depart 
ment of Forestry and later the Department of 

Agriculture. When she finally entered the 
world of academe, she did it as a Full Profes 
sor, first at the Queens University in Ontario, 
then at Dalhousie for 10 years, and finally at 
the University of Lethbridge, from which she 
retired last year. During those years, she was 
also invited to be a visiting professor at North 

Carolina State, Yale, and the University of 

Sydney in Australia. In the same period, she 
earned a D.So, the senior doctoral degree in 
the British system. 

We are honoring Dr. Pielou tonight not only 
for her long and productive career, but es 

pecially for her contribution to ecological re 
search. Her book, Introduction to Mathemat 
ical Ecology, first published in 1969, literally 
changed the direction of ecological research. 
Her approach spread rapidly, not only among 
theoretical ecologists, but among experimen 
tal and field biologists as well. 

Her other books, on Population and Com 

munity Ecology, Ecological Diversity, and 

Biogeography, had an equal impact on an 

eager audience. Open any issue of Ecology 
today and you will probably find a reference 
to Pielou, and certainly will detect the influ 
ence of Pielou's quantitative approach to 

ecological research. 

Dr. Pielou continues to be an active re 

searcher, even in retirement in rural British 
Columbia. Her most recent works emphasize 
biogeography and the interface between bio 
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geography and ecology. I have heard a ru 
mor that she is in the middle of another major 
new project, but she told me that she does 
not discuss her work until it is completed. 
Thus, you and I will have to watch carefully 
for the next publication by Pielou. 

In the meantime, the Ecological Society of 
America is honored to present the Eminent 

Ecologist Award to Dr. E. C. Pielou. 

Written by Barbara Bentley 
Selection Committee: 

Barbara Bentley (Chair) 
Robert Colwell 
Francis Evans 
John Ewell 
Harold Mooney 
Gordon Orians 
Daniel Simberloff 

MERCER AWARD 

Douglas W. Schemske 

Douglas W. Schemske is the recipient of 
the George Mercer Award for 1986. The 

Mercer Award is presented annually to a 

young ecologist in recognition of an out 

standing paper published during the previous 
two years. 

The George Mercer Award is given in 

memory of Lt. George Mercer of the British 

Army of World War I, killed in action in 1918. 
The purpose of the award is to commemo 
rate the sacrifice of a young naturalist and 

ecologist, to encourage others to publish pa 
pers comparable with those it is reasonable 
to suppose Mercer would have published had 
he lived, and to honor recipients. 

Dr. Schemske receives the award in rec 

ognition of his paper, "Population structure 
and local selection in Impatiens paluda (Bal 
saminaceae), a selfing annual," published in 
Evolution in 1984 (38:817-832). His paper is 
one of the very best experimental field stud 
ies on the ecology and evolutionary signifi 

cance of plant mating systems in relation to 

population structure. Few previous workers 
have effectively melded experimental popu 
lation ecology with a genetical analysis of 

plant mating systems. Douglas Schemske 

clearly documented how the population 
structure of this species "... is a complex 

function of ecological and genetic factors." 
Schemske is widely admired as a leader in 
the field of pollination ecology. This work and 
his related studies have fundamentally al 
tered the way in which pollination ecology 

must be investigated. 
Impatiens paluda was studied at two forest 

localities in central Illinois, where earlier he 
received his Ph.D. at the University of Illinois. 

Mercer Award winner Douglas Schemske (left) re 

ceiving plaque from Dr. Walter E. Massey, Vice 

President for Research of the University of Chicago. 

Following his degree at the University of 
Illinois he was awarded a one-year postdoc 
toral fellowship at the Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute in the Republic of Panama. 
The following year Dr. Schemske held a po 
sition at Amherst College, prior to joining the 

Department of Biology at the University of 

Chicago where he is currently an Associate 
Professor. 

Written by Ralph E. Good 
Selection Committee: 

Ralph E. Good, Chair 
Warren G. Abrahamson 

Steven Ellner 

Clyde E. Goulden 
Robert Hodson 

Raymond B. Huey 
Nancy L. Stanton 

Boyd R. Strain 
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